This note is the first to report the use of artificial substrates of different colors for attachment by Psaroniocompsa incrustata [=Simulium incrustatum sensu RW Crosskey 1987, p. 425-520 Collections were made every 15 days during July 1993 until May 1994, in the Pium river, municipal district of Parnamirin (5 o 54'56"S/35 o 15'46"W), State of Rio Grande do Norte. The Pium river is located in a sub humid region, with courses of permanent water. At the collection site, the river is 7m wide and 35 cm maximum depth; temperature at the time of collection varied from 22 to 28 o C and pH varied from 5.0 to 6.0. Plastic tapes (1cm X 30cm) of different colors (green, clear and dark yellow), were tied to a nylon thread and fixed to stakes so that they floated on the surface of the river. The colored tapes were randomly placed in a row from one margin to the other; five tapes of each color at a distance of 50 cm approximately from each other, totalling 15 tapes of the three colors at the site. The tapes were changed for ones of the same color every 15 days; collected tapes were transported to the laboratory separately in plastic bags in 70% ethanol. In the laboratory the larvae found on each tape were counted and identified with a stereoscopic microscope. The preference of black fly larvae for different colored tapes was assessed using the analysis of noparametric variance method (KRUSKAL-WALLIS one way ANOVA on RANKS) (JH Zar 1996 Biostatistical Analysis, 3rd ed., Prentice-Hall International, London, 662 pp.).
The nomenclature is based in V Py-Daniel and RT Moreira Sampaio (1994 Mem Caicet 4: 101-148) that elevate all subgenera of Simulium to the generic status.
In this experiment larvae of P. incrustata did not show preference for any of the colors used (H = 0.284; P = 0.868) (Table) . However, different results have been obtained from studies using other species. Dellome Filho (loc. cit.), who used yellow and green threads, observed a preference by immatures for yellow threads. Elsen and Hebrard (loc. cit.) , observed that the black flies laid eggs in larger amounts on the yellow and white tapes. Lewis and Bennett (loc. cit.) used tiles of several colors in black fly breeding grounds, and observed a larger abundance of larvae on the yellow, white and blue tiles. The present study suggests that other factors may be involved in the attachment process of immatures of P. incrustata to breeding grounds.
In Pium river, larvae of P. incrustata were more abundant in December to March (wet season) when substrates for attachment were more numerous, showing a positive correlation (r=0.645, p<0.005 -SPEARMAN) with the monthly rainfall (Fig.) . This is a prerequisite to future control measures of P. incrustata in this area. Similarly V Py-Daniel and LH Py-Daniel (1998 Entomologia y Vectores 5: 191-215) , demonstrated for this species (a vector of Onchocerca volvulus in Amazon region), a direct relationship between the abundance of individuals and availability of substrates.
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